
Loving Samaritans 
Conversation Prompts

Based on the key themes and 
messages in Loving Samaritans, here 
are 20 conversation prompts designed 
to engage people in meaningful 
discussions. These prompts encourage 
reflection on compassion, community, 
faith, and personal experiences.

1. How does the 
contrast between 
gated communities 
and urban high-rises 
illustrate different 
approaches to Christian  
living and mission?

2. Describe ways 
you incorporate acts 
of compassion into 
your everyday life.
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4. How does our self-
perception affect our 
ability to serve and 
interact with those who 
are different from us?

3. What are some 
practical ways to 
foster understanding 
and build relationships 
with those who 
differ from us?

6. Discuss how you 
believe empathy 
can enhance the 
way we interact 
with one another.

5. What steps can we 
take to bridge the gap 
between ‘insiders’ 
and ‘outsiders’ in 
our communities and 
create a more inclusive 
environment?

7. Explore ways 
to foster deeper, 
more meaningful 
connections in our 
fast-paced society.

8. In what ways do 
religious institutions 
contribute to societal 
oppression, and 
how can they combat 
this tendency?



10. What steps can we 
take to consciously 
avoid labeling others 
and instead engage with 
them based on their 
individual characteristics 
and stories?

9. Can you recall a 
situation where you 
or someone you know 
was misjudged based 
on labels? How did that 
impact you or them?

11. How can we  
balance speaking the 
truth with maintaining 
a compassionate and 
understanding tone  
in our conversations?

12. How can we 
contribute to reducing 
polarization in our 
communities and 
encourage constructive 
dialogue?

13. Reflect on a 
personal experience 
or observation where 
racial division was 
overcome by love 
and understanding. 
What were the key 
factors that facilitated 
this transformation?

14. Reflect on a personal 
encounter with someone 
who lacked a permanent 
place. How did this 
interaction shape your 
understanding of dignity 
and compassion?



16. Can you share an 
example from your life 
or community where 
extending hospitality 
led to a transformative 
experience for both the 
giver and the receiver?

15. How does the concept 
of Christian hospitality 
differ from contemporary 
understandings of 
hospitality, and what 
challenges does this 
pose for us today?

17. What practical 
steps can we take 
to cultivate this 
deeper, more inclusive 
form of hospitality 
in our churches and 
communities?

18. What practical 
steps can we take to 
enhance our awareness 
and responsiveness to 
the needs of those in 
our neighborhoods?

19. What are the 
implications of 
‘building longer tables’ 
in our communities 
and churches, 
and how does this 
approach challenge 
current norms?

20. Can you share a 
personal experience 
where extending 
hospitality or being 
welcomed at a 
‘longer table’ led to 
meaningful connections 
or understanding?


